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and require you to provide compensation, and to cause to be
restored to our said subjects and naturals our said caravel to-
gether with all which was thus taken and stolen from them.

75. NEGOTIATIONS ABOUT CASTILIAN CLAIM TO GUINEA.
1454'-
... When the year fifty-three had ended and the things
already described had been done, in the beginning of the year
fifty-four [1454], the king [John II of Castile] came to Avila,
and from there he sent to summon Don Lope de Barrientos,
bishop of Cuenca, and Fray Gonzalo de Illescas, prior of Guada-
lupe, by whose counsel he agreed to govern these kingdoms;
and ... it was likewise agreed not to allow the King of Portu-
gal to make war either in Berberia or in Guinea, For this pur-
pose, he sent his embassy to him, including Juan de Guzman,
son of the chief comendador of Calatrava, Don Juan Ramirez de
Guzman, and doctor Fenian Lopez de Burgos; by whom he
sent to Affonso V to ask him to desist from the conquest of
Berberia and Guinea, and causing him to be informed that this
was his own. Before he sent thither, he had thorough intel-
ligence of the conquest and definite information of how it per-
tained to himself; sending to warn him that, if he would not do
this, it was certain that he would make war upon him with fire
and blood as upon an enemy. The King of Portugal, after having
listened to the embassy, was thereby stung to great anger, but,
like a discrete man, he concealed it, and he replied to the king
that assuredly he believed that conquest to be his own; and
accordingly he asked him in a friendly fashion not to break the
truce, which had been concluded between them, until he had
ascertained whether it was true that that conquest pertained to
him; and, when the truth was known, he believed, if the con-
quest were his, that the King of Castile would not wish to dis-
1 Cr6nica del serenisimo principe Don yuan, secwdo rey deste nonibre (BtbUo-
techa de autores espaftoles, vol. 68; Madrid; 1923), p. 692. Extract, translated.
This anonymous chronicle was first published by Doctor Lorenzo Galindez
de Carvajal in 1517, but he appears to have been its editor rather than its
author,